84                               WILLIAM    HOLMAM   HUNT

races which would  doubtless  have appealed to Dickens.

In the meantime more serious matters were taking place
in the gradual maturing of Hunt's The Light of the Worldand
The Awakened Conscience, the latter of which was not finished
until January, 1854, immediately before his departure for
Egypt.    The toil and vicissitudes of past years had by no
means quelled Hunt's native gaiety, for  W.  Bell Scott,
becoming intimately acquainted with him at this time, was
astonished at the contrast between the man as imagined
from his pictures and the man in real life.    He had expected
to find him sedate and taciturn, but in a sculling expedition
on the Thames was greatly entertained by the irrcpressibility
of his mirth and the uproariousness of his humour.    He
refers in his Autobiography (Vol. I, Ch. xxiii) to a visit to
Hunt's studio at about the date we have reached : " In 1853,
if I remember right, Holman Hunt was painting The Light
of the World.   I found him so employed, in a small drawing-
room in the corner house near the old church of Chelsea,
with an elaborate arrangement of screens and curtains so as
to get the dark effect he wanted.    The lay figure held a
lighted lantern, and Hunt, painting by good daylight in
the further part of the room, peered into the mysterious
gloom by a hole.     The arrangement had a bogey effect,
and the amount of exercise made it the pursuit of painting
under difficulties certainly."    And he goes on to mention
the boating expedition already referred to: " He was at that
time, however, a Hercules, though not a giant, and after
an  economical dinner of savoury  fish  and ginger beer
which my long walk made excellent, evening coming on, we
crossed the street and jumped into a wherry, the manage-
ment of which he was quite accustomed to, and he pulled me
up to Hammersmith and back again."
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